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Ferdinando Innocenti began exper imenting with 
possible appl ications for metal tubes in 1920 
and, dur ing that and the fol lowing decade, 
he undertook many projects, his Rome-based 
company, Fratel l i Innocenti, producing tube 
scaffolding in 1933. In 1934 the Wor ld Cup was held 

A brief history of the 
Innocenti company1

in Italy and Innocenti was given the prof itable task 
of bui lding the new spectator stands.

The company had two factor ies – one in Rome 
and one in Mi lan – with smaller branch off ices in 
Genoa, Naples, Bologne, Tr ieste, Cagl iar i, Palermo, 
Padua and Florence. Within the company four 

An aerial view 
of the factory 
showing how 
expansive it 
was. (Courtesy 
Innocenti 
Motor 
Corporation)
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The Lambretta Scooter Bible

Similar to the Model E, but without the pull-cord starter, was the 
Model F. (Courtesy Rimini Lambretta Centre)

The Model F was available with trailing-link forks.
(Courtesy Lambro Motori )

Fitted with a side stand as standard, the Model F didn’t have a 
centre stand until later in production.
(Courtesy Rimini Lambretta Centre)

Seen here with leading-link forks is an early Model F. 
(Courtesy Rimini Lambretta Centre)
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Series 3 machines

Pictured in Southend is Bob Wilkinson of the Lambretta Club 
GB, aboard a TV 200. (Courtesy Bob Wilkinson)

reduced to 27.75 seconds at a speed of 80.584mph. 
The average of both runs being 78.764mph. Don 
completed four runs over the standing-star t 
k i lometre with his fastest run being at 66mph. 
Fol lowing a change of gear cluster and new clutch 
plate and spr ings the attempts star ted again. The 
TV used by Noys had been sl ightly tuned with a 
raised compression ratio, two sparkplugs f itted 
to the cyl inder head and two ignition coi ls f itted. 
The f inal speeds were: standing-star t k i lometre 
– 64.547mph, f lying-star t k i lometre = 78.764mph, 
standing-star t quarter mi le – 51.8mph and flying-
star t quarter mi le – 77.892mph. 

What the tester said

“Fi rst impressions of a 
machine are always 
important from the sales 
point of view and this 
latest Lambretta with 
its s l im l ines and dual 
tone colour scheme, 
is one of the smartest 
models on the market. 
A dualseat is f itted 
as standard and the 
r iding posit ion proved 
comfortable for both 
the r ider and passenger. 
The per formance of the 
198cc motor is quite 
surpr is ing and compares 
very favourably with 
any motorcycle of equal 
capacity. The gear 
ratios of the four-speed 
box are wel l chosen 
with maximum speeds 
through the gears of 
approximately 32mph in 
f i rst, 47 in second, 56 in 
thi rd and 69 in top.” 
– Motorcycle Mechanics 
December 1963

With Miss Lambretta 
aboard, this TV 200 has its 
sidepanels finished in one 

of the contrast colour options 
offered in the UK.

(Courtesy Lambro Motori)
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DL/GP range

Bertone explained that all DLs were 
to be a standard colour, whether it 
was red, blue, yellow, white, orange, 
or turquoise. (Courtesy Rimini 
Lambretta Centre)

When produced for export markets, the DL/GP 150 was 
available in white with ocean blue horn casting and side panels. 

(Courtesy Innocenti Motor Corporation)

through the rev range at 

both lower and higher revs. 

Power now peaked at 9.4bhp 

at 6300rpm. Machines bui lt 

for the UK market had white 

bodywork with either blue 

or red horn casting and 

panels. However, in Italy 

the DL 150 was either white, 

red, orange or yel low ochre. 

Manufacture of the DL 150 

also saw months of production where ‘knock 

down’ k its were made. These being suppl ied to 

other countr ies to be bui lt in-situ. Total production 

of the ‘knock down’ k its was 1402, with their being 

made in March 1970 (300), May 1970 (100), June 

1970 (352), September 1970 (250), November 1970 

(250), December 1970 (50) and January 1971 (100). 

The f inal batch of 200 DL 150s left the Innocenti 

factory in Apr i l 1971.

Production changes
1st version (1969 to mid 1970): Cast aluminium 

horn gr i l le. Dummy rear ai r intake. Fuel f i l ler f lap 

painted.

2nd version (mid 1970 to end of production): 

Plastic horn gr i l le, plastic rear ai r intake and 

plastic fuel f lap.

did you know?
Best Sel ler. Scooter Wor ld magazine vis ited the 

Pur ley Way premises of Lambretta Concessionaires 

in March 1971. It noted that the main sel l ing l ines 

for Lambretta Concessionaires were the GP 125, 

150 and 200 machines. Best sel ler out of them al l 

being the GP 150.

what the tester said
“The 150 Grand Pr ix received from Lambretta for 

test was almost straight ‘off the boat’ with barely 

200 miles on the speedometer. We covered over 

400 miles dur ing our test, and dur ing that time we 

encountered no mechanical trouble whatsoever 

and we could f ind no faults in rel iabi l ity. Star ting 

from cold in the morning was always a f i rst or 

second kick affai r, providing the choke was ful ly 

closed. Then after 30 seconds, the choke could 

be ful ly opened and the machine r idden without 

fur ther use of the choke. Star ting was equal ly easy 

the engine gave the DL 150 the same peak power 

as its predecessor but more power was produced 
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